The National Cancer Data Base report on colorectal cancer.
Previous Commission on Cancer studies have examined time trends in stage of disease, treatment patterns, and survival for colorectal cancer. Reported herein are the most current 1993 National Cancer Data Base (NCDB) data on colorectal cancer. Two "calls for data," one in 1990 and one in 1991, have yielded a total of 71,560 colon cancer reports and 33,409 rectal cancer reports from hospital registries across the country. For colon cancer, continuation of the time trend toward proximal migration was reported. For both colon and rectal cancer, American Joint Committee on Cancer staging was used increasingly as the standard of appropriate cancer diagnosis. Increased use of multimodal treatment was reported for both colon and rectal cancers. African-American and non-Hispanic white, low-income patients were reported to have later stages of both colon and rectal cancers. The NCDB provides a useful longitudinal perspective on the diagnosis and treatment of colon and rectal cancers.